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HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES LAUNCHES RED SQUIRREL SURVIVAL TRUST

HRH The Prince Of Wales, a longstanding supporter of the red squirrel cause, today launched a new national charity dedicated to their protection. The Red Squirrel Survival Trust (RSST) has been established to ensure the survival of the native red squirrel – an endangered species – in the UK. 

His Royal Highness launched the charity at a conference in Cumbria organised by RSST. The event brought together red squirrel experts from around the UK to discuss the future of this endangered mammal. RSST has been established to help co-ordinate all the remarkable local charities and groups around the UK that are battling on the front-line to save the red squirrel.  The new charity will fund this vital work and help to raise awareness of the issue.

The Prince Of Wales also announced at the event the commencement of the charity’s Cumbria Red Squirrel County project which aims to turn the whole of Cumbria back into a red squirrel county over the next few years. 

Miles Barne, RSST Chairman, said, ‘The good news is that with the right support, the red squirrel is fighting back. In the past twelve months, supporters of RSST have reported new red squirrel sightings in parts of Cumbria, Northumberland, Anglesey and Tayside. While the battle to prevent the extinction of the UK red squirrel is far from won, recent successes do show what can be achieved with targeted investment, practical action and support from local communities. 

‘It is therefore critical that returning reds continue to be protected and that new colonies of reds are established. Our aim is to ensure that the red squirrel is still with us tomorrow and in the future,’ he added.

The conference, which was sponsored by Cumbria Tourism and Natural Economy North West, brought together speakers who highlighted the broad range of initiatives taking place around the UK to protect the red squirrel. Dr Colin McInnes of Moredun Research Institute discussed research taking place to develop a vaccine for the squirrel poxvirus. Professor Andy Peters of Arpexas talked about the potential of immuno-contraception as a method to control grey squirrel populations. Dr Peter Lurz of Newcastle University explained how grey squirrels were introduced into the UK and the subsequent decline of the red. Eric Robson, Chairman of Cumbria Tourism, stressed the importance to the county of red squirrels, and natural tourism in general.
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About the Red Squirrel Survival Trust 


The Red Squirrel Survival Trust (RSST) is a UK charity established to ensure the conservation and protection of the red squirrel in the UK. Its Patron is HRH The Prince of Wales. 

RSST works in partnership with dedicated and knowledgeable local groups around the country. It aims to protect red squirrels by a variety of measures, including keeping reds and greys apart, helping reds to return to areas where they have died out, funding research into squirrel issues and raising awareness of the plight of the red squirrel.

For more information about RSST, visit www.rsst.org.uk.

The launch conference

RSST is holding a launch conference on the morning of Friday 3rd April at Levens Hall, Cumbria. 

The event brings together experts, volunteers and interested parties to discuss the issues facing the UK red squirrel. The keynote speech shall be made by HRH The Prince Of Wales. 

For more information on the conference, please contact Joshua Perry (details below). To apply to attend the event please contact Hannah Howard, Assistant Press Secretary to TRH The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall (details below).
Background on the issue

The decline of red squirrels is caused by interaction with grey squirrels. Greys threaten red populations in two ways:

1. Greys carry disease

60% of grey squirrels in England and Wales carry the squirrel poxvirus. While they are immune to the disease it is deadly to reds.

2. Greys crowd out the reds

Greys eat seven times more food per hectare than reds. They aggressively compete for food, crowding reds out until eventually only greys are left.

Images

Photographs and images can be provided on request, including:

· HRH The Prince of Wales with a red squirrel at Birkhall, Aberdeenshire.

· Range of native red squirrel photographs.

· Great Britain squirrel distribution maps (1940 and 2002).

Contact details

Joshua Perry, Director

Red Squirrel Survival Trust

M: +44 7812 104491

E: joshua.perry@rsst.org.uk 
Hannah Howard, Assistant Press Secretary to TRH The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall

T: +44 207 024 5729

M: +44 207 024 5729

E: hannah.howard@royal.gsx.gov.uk 
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