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BRITISH PUBLIC BACKS THE RED SQUIRREL
A recent survey commissioned by the Red Squirrel Survival Trust (RSST) shows overwhelming public support for its campaign to protect the red squirrel from extinction. In a survey of 1,001 people around the UK, 86% stated that they wanted the native red squirrel to be saved. 

Following the successful launch of the charity by its patron HRH The Prince of Wales on 3rd April, RSST has published a survey that reveals strong public backing for its work to protect the endangered red squirrel throughout the UK. Encouragingly, support is not restricted to regions with red squirrel populations, where public awareness of the issue is at its highest. In London, where there have been no red squirrels for decades, 82% of people think the red squirrel should be saved, and 91% would like to see them back in our parks and gardens. 
Support was strongest in the North and Borders region where  91% of people responded ‘yes’ when asked if they think the red squirrel should be saved. Moreover, only 1% responded ‘no’ to this question. This region is on the front line in the battle to halt the continuing encroachment of the grey squirrel into red squirrel territory and the strength of support reflects strong local understanding of the issue. However, across all regions of the UK support does not dip below 82%.

A separate survey recently commissioned by the European Squirrel Initiative (ESI) also shows that the public is increasingly understanding of the need to practice grey squirrel control in order to protect reds. 69% of people responded ‘yes’ to the question: “Do you think the alien grey squirrel population should be controlled in some way to preserve the red squirrel?” This compares to 62% when the same question was asked in 2004. In London the increase is from 56% (2004) to 67% (2009) – reflecting greater awareness of the issue in the capital. Positive responses in the North and Borders region have remained steady, with 80+% consistently approving of grey squirrel control to protect reds.

Miles Barne, RSST Chairman, commented, “I am delighted that support for our work is so strong. It is particularly heartening to see that the public is supportive of the red squirrel even in areas where they have long since died out. The challenge now is to protect those red squirrels that do remain, and to help them repopulate areas where they have been driven out by the invasive grey squirrel.” 
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About the Red Squirrel Survival Trust 


The Red Squirrel Survival Trust (RSST) is a UK charity established to ensure the conservation and protection of the red squirrel in the UK. Its Patron is HRH The Prince of Wales. 

RSST works in partnership with dedicated and knowledgeable local groups around the country. It aims to protect red squirrels by keeping reds and greys apart, stabilising new and existing populations, funding research into a squirrel pox vaccine and raising awareness of the plight of the red squirrel.

RSST favours the use of volunteers wherever possible to support its aims. As well as ensuring strong community involvement in the cause, this also keeps administration and overheads costs to a minimum.
For more information about RSST, visit www.rsst.org.uk.
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