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10th September 2009
RED SQUIRRELS GAIN A NEW GUARDIAN
Red squirrels can sleep easier knowing that they have a new guardian. Today the Red Squirrel Survival Trust (RSST) announced the appointment of a National Operations Director to co-ordinate their involvement in red squirrel conservation around the UK. 

The National Operations Director role has been created to ensure that red squirrels are protected wherever they can be found around the UK. Currently there are a range of local initiatives dedicated to protecting red squirrels across Britain. However, to date there has been no person responsible for making sure that all initiatives are joined up, and share in good practice. 

Red squirrels have died out from much of mainland Britain, and remain critically endangered in northern England and Scotland. RSST’s National Operations Director will counter this by working with existing projects and volunteers, and will also look to establish new initiatives to protect red squirrels wherever they interface with greys. 

The American grey squirrel is the primary cause of the decline of our native red squirrel. Greys carry the squirrelpox virus, to which they are immune but which is deadly to reds. They also aggressively compete for food, crowding reds out until eventually only greys are left. 

RSST’s new National Operations Director, Dr Craig Shuttleworth, knows all about how to save the red squirrel, following his work on Anglesey over the past decade. Dr Shuttleworth has led a dedicated campaign of targeted grey squirrel control on the island, combining efforts from the public, private and voluntary sectors. On his watch, Anglesey’s red population has recovered from a critical low of 40 in 1999 to around 300 today. In that time, grey numbers have fallen from over 3,000 to the point where there are now only a handful remaining. Dr Shuttleworth remains involved in completing the grey squirrel eradication on Anglesey in a part-time capacity while carrying out his duties as RSST National Operations Manager.

On his appointment, Dr Shuttleworth said: ‘I am delighted to be joining RSST as National Operations Director. I look forward to working with projects around the UK to apply the lessons we have learnt on Anglesey and help the red squirrel fight back nationwide. There are many excellent projects and dedicated individuals in the world of red squirrel conservation. My job is to ensure that these efforts are properly co-ordinated, and use the latest conservation methods.’
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Notes for Editors
About the Red Squirrel Survival Trust 


The Red Squirrel Survival Trust (RSST) is a UK charity established to ensure the conservation and protection of the red squirrel in the UK. Its Patron is HRH The Prince of Wales. 

RSST works in partnership with dedicated and knowledgeable local groups and organisations around the country. It aims to protect red squirrels by keeping reds and greys apart, stabilising new and existing populations, funding research into a squirrel pox vaccine and raising awareness of the plight of the red squirrel.

RSST favours the use of volunteers wherever possible to support its aims. As well as ensuring strong community involvement in the cause, this also keeps administration and overheads costs to a minimum.
For more information about RSST, visit www.rsst.org.uk.
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